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STATE DISABILITY PLAN 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Disability Services) [1.06 pm]: The 
McGowan government recently announced its commitment to deliver better outcomes for the more than 
410 000 people with disability in Western Australia through the development of a state disability plan. The plan’s 
predecessor, Count Me In, launched back in 2009, had a vision that all people live in welcoming communities that 
facilitate citizenship, friendship, mutual support and a fair go for everyone. It is now time to build on the 
advancements we have made as a community in the last decade and create the picture of what we envisage 
inclusion will look like for the next 10 years. The people of Western Australia, especially people with disability, 
will be front and centre in shaping this vision and consultation will extend to families and carers, support networks, 
service providers, state and local governments and advocacy groups. The state disability plan is the government’s 
strategy to listen, engage and meet the needs of the disability community. We will start by creating a vision for 
the state disability plan that is aspirational and reflects the desires of the Western Australian community. 
National Disability Services WA has been a strong advocate over many years, calling on the need for a state 
disability plan through its pre-budget submissions to government. NDS WA’s proposal for an inclusive WA will 
be a key part of informing the development of the state disability plan. 
This plan is not just for people with disability; it is for all Western Australians who want to live in an inclusive 
community. An inclusive community is one that actively seeks respect for all its citizens, values diversity, ensures 
equitable access to resources and opportunities, and engages its citizens in decision-making processes that impact 
their lives. Together the state government and the disability sector are committed to ensuring quality services and 
the highest standard of support for people with disability, their families and their carers. As we look ahead to the 
future of disability services in WA, it is clear that all of us need to do our part—government, the disability sector, 
the corporate sector, individuals and the community—to foster collaboration, build inclusive and accessible 
communities and showcase the diversity and enormous contribution people with disability make to our great state. 
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